
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT SEP 26 TO OCT 1 

BY LARRY ETTER  

 

GIRLS TENNIS 

  The girls’ tennis team had three matches last week and each one ended in 

identical scores at 3-2.  Unfortunately, only one of those decisions favored the Blue 

Raiders.  

Middletown 3, James Buchanan 2 

  The long road trip to James Buchanan on Wednesday, September 28 was a 

successful one for the Middletown team.  In the number one singles match Lena 

Emigh got the Raiders off to a good start with 6-4 and 6-2 victories over J.B.’s 

Haley Harbold.  But the Rockets tied the match in the number two singles when 

Middletown’s Katie Yoder fell 3-6, 6-2 and 6-1.  Ashley Brittelli pushed the 

Raiders back in front with 6-1 and 6-2 wins in the number three singles.  The 

match again was tied up when the doubles team of Ella Sheaffer and Mechan 

Simonies fell 4-6, 6-3 and 6-1.  But the match victory was sealed as Jess 

Matincheck and Gabi O’Donnell teamed up to defeat Jenna Wible and Cabella 

Shaffer 6-3, 6-2 in the second doubles set.   

Harrisburg Academy 3, Middletown 2 

  On Thursday, September 29 the Blue Raiders hosted Harrisburg Academy, but 

came out on the short end of the 3-2 score.  Following a setback by Emigh in the 

number one singles, Yoder defeated her opponent 6-1 and 7-5 to tie the score.  

Brittelli, however, lost her sets 6-4 and 6-1 to give the visitors a 2-1 edge.  That 

grew to 3-1 when Sheaffer and Simonies fell in the first doubles match 6-2, 6-7, (5-

7) and 6-4.  Matincheck and O’Donnell were successful in their doubles sets with 

6-1 and 6-0 wins over Academy’s Zanolin & Errington in the final sets.   

Bishop McDevitt 3, Middletown 2 

  The Blue Raiders were dealt another 3-2 setback on Friday at McDevitt.  Winners 

for the Middletown squad were Emigh with 6-4 and 6-2 decisions over Grace 

McDermitt, and Yoder with 6-1 and 6-2 defeats of Elizabeth Carson in number two 

singles.  But Brittelli fell by scores of 6-1 and 6-2 in number three singles and the 



doubles teams of Sheaffer/Simonies and Matincheck/O’Donnell also lost their 

matches as the Crusaders secured the victory.   

FIELD HOCKEY 

  Coach Cynthia Raney reported that her team had just one game last week, and, 

although the Blue Raiders lost 6-0 to Susquehanna Township, she saw much 

improvement in her squad.  “The girls played really well, incorporating excellent 

passing sequences and offensive pressure.”  The team had a couple games 

scheduled for this week.   

  Raney also shared other field hockey news from last week.  “We hosted a youth 

league event on Sunday which was very exciting” she said.  “The parking lot was 

filled with fellow field hockey enthusiasts and our youth played with grit and 

determination. It was a great day for field hockey at Middletown,” she said.   

CROSS COUNTRY 

  On Tuesday, September 27 the Middletown Cross Country teams hosted Camp 

Hill.  “Of our 9 runners that day, 8 came away with new personal records for the 

season,” noted head coach Jody Wenrich.  Highlights for the boys included Travis 

Kramer with a time of 18:55, good enough for a second place finish out of 15 

runners.  “Marco Ortiz-Sanchez finished with a time of 21:13 for 6th place,” 

Wenrich said.  And for the Lady Raiders, Kalie Brown ran a personal best 24:04, 

finishing in third place in the girls’ race.   

  “Our final home meet and senior recognition will be Tuesday, October 4th against 

Trinity,” said Wenrich.  After that the Middletown team will then prepare of the 

Mid Penn Championships scheduled for Saturday, October 15 at Big Spring High 

School.   

BOYS SOCCER 

  Catching up on boys’ soccer games from the past two weeks. 

McDevitt 3, Middletown 0 

  On Monday, September 19 the boys’ team hosted Bishop McDevitt and had a 

tough night in the 3-0 loss to the Crusaders.  Defensive mistakes by the home team 

led to a 2-0 lead by halftime.  The Blue Raiders dominated the first 20 minutes of 

the second half but simply could not put the ball into the net.  An insurance goal by 

the Crusaders late in the second half iced the win.   



Middletown 3, Milton Hershey 2 

  On Wednesday, September 21 the Blue Raiders fell behind 1-0 when starting 

goalkeeper Jordan Miller was injured.  But with backup Landon Cochran in the net 

giving up just a single goal after that, the Raiders offense came alive.  Senior 

forward Ethan Witmyer scored his first goal of the season, tying the game right 

before halftime.  After a scoreless 25 minutes into the second half Landon Keyser 

chased down a long kick by teammate David Hinojosa, scoring on a shot that 

appeared to have been stopped by the Milton Hershey goalie. But the momentum 

carried the keeper past the goal line for a 2-1 Middletown lead.  The Spartans tied 

it up at 2-2 with 8 minutes left in regulation.  But the Blue Raiders put in the 

winning shot on a penalty kick by Keyser with six minutes left.  

  Facing their toughest stretch of the season the Blue Raiders picked up one 

victory, played to a pair of ties and were dealt a 1-0 loss in the four-game stretch.  

Middletown 2, Bermudian Springs 1 (OT)  

  The host Eagles scored their single goal in the first half for the early lead, but the 

Blue Raiders tied the score with five minutes left in regulation.  The goal came 

when Adrian Delgado scored off a rebounded shot by teammate Baily Snyder.  In 

overtime Tyson Leach’s pass to Timmy Moore set up the winning goal.  Moore’s 

shot was stopped but the rebound went back to Witmyer, who volleyed the ball 

into the net for the victory.  Cochran picked up his second win in the net for the 

Middletown side.  

Middletown 3, Harrisburg 3 (2 OT) 

  These two teams battled through 80 minutes of regulation and additional 20 

minutes of overtime, and it all ended in a 3-3 tie.  Harrisburg is a much-improved 

program and the teams were battling for first place in the division.  Keyser opened 

the scoring at the halfway point of the first half by beating the Harrisburg goalie 

who was challenging his attack.  The Cougars tied the game later, but the Raiders 

went back in front when Delgado snuck the ball near post past the goalie.  In the 

second half the Cougars again tied the score with 8 minutes left, and then appeared 

to have the win secured with a goal with just two minutes remaining.  But a late 

charge by the Raiders and an opportune goal by Krish Shah as the clock wound 

down to :00 sent the game to overtime. An apparent goal by Witmyer in the first 

overtime was whistled off for offsides and both teams had scoring chances in the 

second extra period, but no goals were produced.   



Middletown 1, Camp Hill 1 (2 OT) 

  A second straight double overtime game, this one with the Blue Raiders facing 

the Camp Hill Lions, again failed to produce a winner.  Miller returned in goal for 

the Middletown side and played great throughout.  The game was scoreless in the 

first half.  “We finally broke through 10 minutes into the second half, as Keyser 

found Jaron Imler open in the middle of the field on a throw in,” Coach Brian 

Keyser said.  On the play Imler kicked a hard shot from 30 yards out that flew past 

the Camp Hill goalkeeper.  “It looked like that one goal would hold up, but, with 

1:14 to play, the referees awarded a controversial penalty kick to the visiting 

team,” Keyser said.  The Lions converted the kick to tie the score, sending the 

game into overtime.  And, again, both teams went scoreless in the two extra 

periods, ending the hard-fought contest in a 1-1 stalemate.   

Altoona 1, Middletown 0 

  A long road trip, following the extended overtime games, caught up to the Blue 

Raiders on Saturday, October 1 as host Altoona won the closely-played 1-0 

decision.  The hosts scored the game’s lone goal with about 10 minutes left in the 

second half.  The loss dropped the Middletown team to 6-3-2 on the season.   

VOLLEYBALL 

  Lisa Huber’s volley team picked up an easy division victory over visiting 

Steelton-Highspire on September 27, winning in three straight sets 25-4, 25-6 and 

25-10 over the Rollers.  Christine Miller had 6 kills, Ellie LeKites had 3 kills and 1 

ace, Maddie Breen had 7 aces and Bridget Muller had 5 aces to lead the way.   

  The Blue Raiders did not fare as well on September 29, however, losing to 

visiting Trinity in three straight sets 16-25, 21-25, 18-25 against the division-

leading Shamrocks. For the Lady Raiders Addie Huber had 14 assists, 2 aces & 9 

digs, Lily Bannister had 10 kills, 2 aces, 1 block and 4 digs, and Lena Jones had 3 

kills and 1 block in the losing effort.    

GIRLS SOCCER 

Middletown 2, Susquenita 0 

  Tim Neff’s girls team scored a shutout victory over visiting Susquenita on 

Monday, September 26 at home.  Following a scoreless first half the Middletown 

team recorded a pair of goals in the first 10 minutes of the second half, leading to 

the win. Senior Bella Buehrle put back her own rebound for the first goal. A few 



minutes later Jayla Koser found Emma Buffington just outside the 18-yard box on 

a clean pass. Buffington beat a defender and booted a hard shot past the goalkeeper 

for the score.  The defense and Middletown goalie Cadence Lines preserved the 

shutout for the victory.  

Camp Hill 2, Middletown 0 

  The Blue Raiders fell to host Camp Hill on Thursday, September 29 by a 2-0 

score. The Lions scored one goal in the first half and took the 1-0 lead into the 

halftime break.  Despite creating good scoring opportunities in the second half the 

Raiders simply could not put the ball into the net.  The Lions picked up another 

goal midway through the second half.   

Altoona 2, Middletown 1 

  On a rainy Saturday in Altoona the Blue Raiders played hard but fell to the host 

team 2-1 in non-divisional action.  Altoona took the early lead on a penalty kick 10 

minutes into the game.  Another goal by the host team made it a 2-0 game at 

halftime.  The Raiders scored with about 13 minutes left in the game to make it 

close.  “Julia Hughes played a nice through ball to Buehrle, whose right footed 

shot beat the keeper and cut the lead to 2-1,” Neff said.  But the Raiders would get 

no more.  The Blue Raiders’ record stands at 6-5-1 with 6 games left to play.    

 


